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Letter from the editors: 

While the first semester of 
Publication Writing focused on 
the yearbook, much of the 3rd 
quarter has been designated to 
this newspaper. Students worked 
to review, cover, and preview 
the sports and fine arts seasons 
as well as give you some of 
the biggest news in our high 
school so far this year. With the 
temperatures inching upward, 
we are all looking forward to 
the last quarter of this strange 
school year. Enjoy this issue of 
the paper, look for the Senior 
Edition in May, and finish the 
school year off strong, JAYS! 

- GCHS Journalism Staff-
&

Mrs. Schilling
Newspaper Moderator
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This year’s Gehlen Catholic Speech Team was extremely successful 
on the stage. Several groups making it to State Speech and ended with 
excellent performances.Two groups got all 1’s at State and qualified 
to win a banner for the school. The One Act group won All State and 
received a banner to hang in the gym. With seniors, Emily Klein, 
Ashlyn Bollin, Lillian Harpenau, and Patricia Sitzmann in the group, 
this allowed the experience needed to go all the way to win All State. Also in this group were freshman, Josie 
Scheitler, and junior,  Raine Foreman.
 Several seniors participated in large group speech this year. The Senior Improv group consisting of Easton 
Macklem, Zach Kraft, and Landon Nilles highlighted this year’s Catholic Schools Week by impersonating 
Mr. Westhoff, Mr. Kronaizl, and Mr. Schindler and making the student body die of laughter. “This year was a 
whole lot of fun,” said Zach Kraft. “Although we did not make it to All State, Easton, Landon and I enjoyed 
the three years we had together on the stage.” The Wizard of Oz group led by Jack Kessenich, Cadence 
Goebel, Brandon Gengler, Raine Foreman, and Addison Arens, helped this group make it to State. Mitchell 
Augustine, Trevor Oloff, Chloe Otto, and Ashlyn Bollin in the group, “Accused of Comedy,” also made it to 
State competition and competed for a banner.
 The freshmen this year in large group speech included Nolan Nilles, William Harpenau, Kyron Zhang, Jenna 
Morris, Aspen Mosier, Zoe Vacura, Ellen Hunt, and Braden Bollin. They performed a speech called “Note 
to Self,”  and they also had an Improv group which both groups made it to State Speech. The future of the 
large group speech team, coached by Mark Moorehead and Mrs. Kellen, is looking forward to having another 
successful season next year. 

A New Face at Gehlen Catholic

“Go and live the good news!” 
Matthew 28:16-20

All State or Bust!
By Landon Nilles

By Jordan Rueter

Father Crotty is our school chaplain this year here at Gehlen Catholic. This is his 
first appointment in the priesthood. Father Crotty, whose real name is Travis Crotty, 
grew up in a Catholic family with his parents and two brothers. He went to school 
in Newell Fonda, Iowa, graduating in 2011. He then went out of state for college for 
nine years in seminary before arriving at Gehlen to be our school chaplain. In his 
early high school years Fr. wanted to be a chef because he loved to cook but later 
in highschool found himself wanting more meaning behind his work and for it to 
feel fulfilling. One of the most impactful moments was when he was invited to have 
dinner with the bishop and other seminary students. That is when he thought he would 
give priesthood a try. Father’s favorite places he has visited are Italy and Guatemala.  

Fr. hasn’t watched much on Netflix but he said his favorite show is by far, Stranger Things. As for his chef 
aspirations his favorite food is a simple dish, pizza. When asked what his favorite kid’s show growing up was, 
the first thing that popped into his head was The Big Comfy Couch, and Rocket Power on Nickelodeon. On the 
same childhood topic, when he was a kid he loved to ride skateboards and play Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater on the 
original Xbox. When he does get free time he likes to play racquetball and go disc golfing with students. Lastly, 
you might see him rippin’ around downtown on his 2005 Yamaha Zuma. So if you see him, make sure to wave!



 Gehlen-Aire 1 2020-2021          Page 2 

            Student Life

A Glimpse into 
American Education
By Drake DeRocher

In this 20-21 school year we have received 10 foreign exchange 
students from all over the world such as China, Germany, Poland, 
Belgium, Vietnam, and other countries.  Many of the students 
enjoy watching movies,playing cards, and exploring new places 
with their host families while here in the U.S. All of the foreign 
exchange students miss many things from their home countries 
including food and family. It is a great experience for Gehlen 
Catholic students to have friends from different countries. Having 
foreign exchange students in school broadens our perspective of 
the world. We asked these students about their experience here in the United States:
 Virgina Bravo is a senior from Italy, she described herself as “enterprising” and she likes to “cook and drive the golf cart in her free time.” Filip 
Forys describes himself as “weird” and “loves to play cards and talk about world matters.” Yanze (Felix) Wu is from China. He says he’s very 
“enthusiastic” and came to America “to see a bigger world.” Eleonora Guzzi  is from Italy and she describes herself as “cheerful.” Eleonora came 
to America “ because I’ve always dreamed of coming to an American high school with dances, sports games, and different classes.” Sera Chung, 
from South Korea, describes herself as “fun and loving.” She misses the food and loves to go shopping and hang out with her friends here in Iowa. 
Lastly, senior, Mai Tran, is from Vietnam. She has actually been in the United States for several years and attended school in Arizona last year. She 
enjoys the outdoors and spending time with friends. 
 Victoria Nicolay is from Belgium and describes herself as “attentive.” She misses the parties and food from home. Keng Hao (Alex) Chang is 
from Taiwan and has adjusted well to his home away from home, here in Iowa. 
 Viviane Zodtner, a sophomore from Germany, describes herself as “unique” and in her free time with her host family, she likes to “cook together, 
play sports, and discover new places.” Linh Tran, a sophomore from Vietnam, says she is “independent.” She enjoys “exploring new places with 
her host family. 
 This year’s group of foreign exchange students have been a welcome addition to our student body and have had the opportunity to live the 
American experience in school. 

Gehlen Catholic Offers College Courses Again
By Keaten Bonderson

Senior students have had the opportunity to graduate high school 
with as many as 11 college credits this year. After earning their Masters 
degrees, Mrs. Harpenau, Mrs. Schmitt, and Mrs. Schilling are now able to 
teach college courses at Gehlen Catholic through Briar Cliff University. 
The college classes offered are College Chemistry, College Calculus, and 
College English. The cost for these classes is $30/credit hour, plus the 
textbook, which is a huge discount! While the criteria to get into these 
courses sets a high expectation, students who enroll must be capable of 
the college-level rigorous requirements. Landon Nilles, a student in Mrs. 
Schilling’s College English course, said he took the college class because, 
“I didn’t want to have to take an English class at college.” Landon also 
added “it is the best English class I’ve taken all four years of highschool.” 
He enjoys the class and more people should take it. 
While students who enroll in the courses realize that the workload will be 
much more difficult than most high school classes, many feel the benefit of 
graduating high school with college credits outweighs the difficulty. 

Mrs. Schmitt’s College Chemistry class takes notes 
during their 6th period class. 
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Student Life

The Gehlen Catholic Junior 
class invites Seniors and Juniors 
to the 2021 prom. Attendees 
will walk in the Promenade 
at the Vi Kellen gym, feast on 
their choice of a chicken or 
pork chop dinner, then dance 
the night away at the Willow 
Creek Country Club. Following 
the dinner and dance, students 
will burn off some more energy 
at Drop Zone in Sioux City. 
This year’s prom theme is “A 
Night in Oz!”

Who:Gehlen Catholic Seniors 
& Juniors 
What: 2021 Prom 
When: April 10, 2021
Where: Gehlen Catholic 
School, LeMars Golf Course, & 
Drop Zone
What else would you want to 
do with your Saturday? It’s 
going to be a great time! 

A Night in Oz
By Tiffany Woerdehoff

Catholic Schools Week
By Staff

Like most activities this year, the 2020-2021 Catholic Schools Week looked a bit different this year. As 
always, the students, staff, and families were given opportunites to appreciate one another during a week of 
thankfulness and blessings. On Monday, February 1 the Faith in Four Walls video was released. In the short 
video, several students, including junior, Dylan Lehmann, and teacher, Mrs. Laurie Kellen, spoke about their 
time in a Catholic school. This video was shared to social media outlets to help spread the love of our school. 
On Tuesday, the faculty and staff were celebrated. Each year, a catered lunch is provided for them which makes 
for a nice treat during the week. During Wednesday’s celebration, CLT reached out to the community and many 
students handwrote notes to the Peter and Catherine Gehlen Society members. The annual Family Picnic that is 
usually a big hit with Gehlen families could not happen this year due to Covid. Instead, families were asked to 
send in pictures of themselves eating together from home. Many of these photos were shared on Facebook and 
Instagram. Although this was a different way to celebrate our families, the feeling of unity as one school family 
was still felt when looking at all of the photos. The last day of Catholic Schools Week is always designated to 
the students. On this day, high school, junior high, and elementary students participated in movies, games, crafts, 
and had a special lunch. One of the most notable activities for high school is the dodgeball tournament. Although  
masked were required, the dodgeball tradition continued as usual. 
 This school year has continued to challenge students and staff at Gehlen Catholic, but one thing remains the 
same: we are glad to be in school with one another with the ability to continue the activities, academics, growth 
in faith, and service just like always. 

Seniors, Ashlyn Bollin and Trevor Oloff, and junior, 
Mitchell Augustine, perform their comedy bit during 
Catholic Schools Week. 

Left: Sophomore girls give 
a thumbs up prior to their 
intense match of dodgeball. 

Left: Freshman, Trevor Teel takes flight 
before releasing the dodgeball hammer on 
an opponent. 

Left: The junior class pink 
team pose for a picture after 
their match. 
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Sports

Learn and Earn
By Keaten Bonderson

“With everything going on I am happy we even got a season in, 
it was an up and down year.” These were Coach Schindler’s words at 
the end of the 2020 football season. The team finished the year with a 
3-5 record. The Jays had a few key injuries including Aiden Spangler, 
Logan Dreckman, Derek Nilles, Landon Nilles, and Evan Johnson 
which left the team short handed in some positions. One of the games 
from this year was cancelled against Hinton due to Covid. so the Jays 
scheduled a game 2 hours and 45 minutes away in Belmond, Iowa. 
Connor Kraft got his first start as quarterback in that  game but they 
fell just short losing 19-20. Some stats from this year are a combined 
total of 37 touchdowns Derek Von Arb leading that category with 8. 
The Jays had a ton of takeaways ending the year with 11, two of them 
for touchdowns by Treagen Kramer, and Evan Johnnson. In the first 
round of the playoffs the Jays beat Alta-Aurelia. The playoff run was 
short lived though after the Jays lost to Hartely-Melvin Sanborn in 
the second round.  “It was nice to get a win against a solid Alta team. 
Hopefully we can build off this for next year,” Coach Schindler stated. 
The Jays had a lot of young talent this year that will be returning for 
next season. A big returner will be sophomore Connor Kraft (QB).The 
team usually does lifting and conditioning during the offseason in the 
summer. Be sure to watch the Jays next fall!

A Look Back at the 2020 
Volleyball Season
By Tiffany Woerdefhoff

The 2020 Gehlen Cathlic volleyball season was quite unpredictable. 
Abby Ruhland said, “I’m proud of how well we worked together with 
each other. We were all family and always there for one another.” With 
Covid-19 happening they weren’t even sure they would get a season. The 
girls were thankful that God helped them grow throughout the season in 
talent, faith, and health. Many of the girls had to sit out a game or two here 
and there due to Covid-19 exposures. The team ended with a 25-6 record. 
The Jays got off to a rough start with losing two games right away. They 
took that as motivation and came back to win 20 games in a row, leading 
them through the state tournament. Although the Jays wanted just one 
more game, they were satisfied with placing at state. Watch out for next 
year’s team as they push for another state run and a higher place at the 
state tournament. 

Sophomore, 
Jasmine Lubben, 
moves for the dig. 

The 2020-2021 volleyball team poses with their 
ticket to the state tournament. 

Running Cross Country
By Hunter Klein

Margie Augustine said that if this year’s cross country team 
had a theme it would be “Finding Nemo.” The first couple of 
practices she would give the team a route to run and when she 
gave the directions she thought that everyone would stay together 
or at least close enough to see each other. As everyone started to 
arrive at the school from their run, Sera was taking a bit longer to 
arrive. She sent out search parties looking for Sera. She arrived 
from a different direction than they were expecting.Through the 
season, Coach Augustine felt like she was constantly looking for 
her runners around Le Mars.  
  There was also another day where Margie drove out to the golf 
course to make sure no one got lost or went the wrong way. On 
their way back everyone passed Margie, but Felix. Margie drove 
around the golf course looking for him and she also had a couple 
of golfers driving around looking for him. Thirty minutes later 
Felix called her from the school telling her he ran next to Hwy 
3 following the church steeple back to the school. From then on 
Margie made sure she was clear with all the directions.
  The boys best race this year was at South O’Brian taking 4th 
as a team. Carver Ruhland came in 3rd with a time of 17:56 and 
Nathan Nemmers finished 9th with a time of 19:07.  The girls 
took second at Hartley-Melvin-Sanborn with Addison Arens 
finishing 10th with a 23:36 time and Patricia with 23:48 time. 
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Sports

A Season to Remember
By Aiden Spangler

The Jays dominated in the Vi Kellen gymnasium this season. They were one 
of the only teams in the state to never lose a home game this year. With a record 
of 20 and 1 in the regular season the Jays were just unstoppable. Led by their lone 
senior, Zach Kraft, who averaged 7.0 points per game and 6.3 rebounds per game, 
the Jays really lit it up scoring over 1,600 points this year.
 The Jays were consistently in the top 10 in the state. With a key 
contributor being Keaten Bonderson averaging 21 points per game, 3 assists, 
and over 5 rebounds. Carter DeRocher was another key player for the Jay’s 
success. He averaged 21 points per game, 1 assist, and 4.5 rebounds. Carter 
was also named The Sports Force Champion for the week of January 6. Zach 
Kraft, the only senior on the team said the team’s keys to success are teamwork, 
fundamentals, and our desire to win.The Jays had a big desire to win this year 
turning a 7-15 record from last year to 20-1 with a deep playoff run. The Jays 
unfortunately fell to Remsen St. Mary’s in the substate game losing 41-33. The 
only spot the Jays are looking to fill for next year is Zach Kraft’s center spot. After 
a disappointing end to the season the Jays are looking to build off of this year and 
hopefully come back stronger then ever next year.
 The Jays accomplished a lot this year including Carter DeRocher and 
Keaten Bonderson making the all conference first team, Zach Kraft making the all 
conference second team, and Dylan Lehmann getting an honorable mention. The 
Jays team also tied the school record for the most wins in a single season. With a 
young core already built the Jays are looking forward to seeing what next year will 
have in store for them.

Prior to a regular season game, the boys huddled and 
pumped each other up. 

Lady Jays Under
ConstructionBy Landon Nilles

The Gehlen Catholic High School women’s basketball team played 
their hearts out to the very end. Unfortunately, the season ended too soon 
with a loss to the Remsen St. Mary’s Hawks. Under senior leadership 
of Rachel Langel the Jays fell extremely short to a winning season by 
going 10-12. With one senior graduating at the end of the year the Jays 
look to having 4 of the 5 starters back for next season.
Junior, Lauren Heying, led the team with 279 points and a 37% shooting 
percentage followed by Rachel Langel with 253 points and a shooting 
percentage of 40%. The Lady Jays are looking forward to getting 
another chance at going to State basketball next season and to winning 
their district as other teams are losing key starters. “This basketball 
season was really fun. I’m really proud of how much the team improved 
and I am going to miss playing with the girls and in the Vi Kellen 
Memorial Gym,” says senior Rachel Langel. She was the only senior out 
for basketball and started all four years she played on the court. The Jays 
should be back next year ready for another run at the playoffs. Junior, Alyssa Kolbeck joins the starting lineup prior to one of 

the regular season games. 
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The Quest for the Blue Oval
As spring is coming up and the snow is melting, the Gehlen track 
team looks for a successful season after last season was cut short due 
to Covid-19. The track team is loaded on the boys end while the girls 
team is currently under rebuild after track stars from last year’s team 
have graduated. With both teams looking for success, Coach Schindler 
and Coach Westhoff are determined to send several groups of runners 
and throwers to Drake. 
  Seniors such as Derek Von Arb, Jeff Augustine, Zach Kraft, Easton 
Macklem, Traegen Kramer, Landon Nilles, Tyrell Klein, and Nathan 
Nemmers are returning for their final season and are looking forward 
to being big contributors to this year’s team. “ I am most excited to 
watch everyone push themselves to be the best they can be,” says 
Easton Macklem. “My personal goal is to make it to state in shot-
put or discus.” Underclassmen Mitchell Augustine, Dylan Lehmann, 
Keaton Bonderson, Carver Ruhland, and Aiden Spangler are also 
going to be big contributors to the team with sprinting, distance, and 
throwing. With all parts of the track team covered, the Gehlen boys 
track team is going to be a menace on the track. 
  Tiffany Woerdehoff, Molly Roder, and Patricia Sitzmann are 
going to rally the girl’s track team to push to get whatever they 
can out of the season. With Kate Hill, Sydney Livermore, Addison 
Weber, and Allison Ruden graduating there are several holes to fill. 
Underclassmen Lauren Heying, Sophie Ruden, Larissa Sitzmann, 
Miyah Whitehead, and Jasmine Lubben look to help the Jays out 
in the throwing, sprinting, and mid-distance. “I’m actually looking 
forward to having a track season. With not having a season last year 
this will be the year to break records. If that means pushing myself 
harder at practice, then that’s what I’ll do,” says Tiffany Woerdehoff. 
“My goal is to be in  events going to state track, and place in as many 
events as possible.” With state on the girls minds they will push each 
other to be the best in the state. 
  As the track team prepares for their first track meet, all members of 
the team are excited to compete and make it to state.

By Landon Nilles

Upcoming 
Softball Season
By Tiffany Woerdehoff

The 2021 softball season is 
going to be a year of rebuilding. 
With five starters graduating 
and losing the assistant coach 
Alyssa Louison the softball 
team will be different. This year 
there will be four seniors on the 
team, including Cindy Pohlen, 
Emily Kellen, Lillian Harpenau, 
and Tiffany Woerdehoff. The 
girls have been pitching once a 
week since January, and have 
started open gyms for hitting. 
When asked about the upcoming 
season, Rylee Schnepf said, “I 
am looking forward to trying to 
get out of running before practice 
beacuse I already did a ‘pitching 
workout’ before.” The Lady 
Jays open up the season at home 
on Monday, May 24th vs West 
Sioux. 

The 2019-2020 softball team posed for a photo prior to one of their 
regular season games. 

Pitcher, Rylee Schnepf will return 
for the 2020-2021 season. 

Track team makes use of the 
early spring-like weather in 
March to practice on the Gehlen 
track. Soon after, the track was 
covered with snow. 
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By Keaten Bonderson

Cheer photos courtesy of Christopher’s 
Photography

CHEER!
By Drake DeRocher

In the 20-21 season the cheerleaders had a great season led by 9 seniors; Lauren Hapenau, Lillian Kessinich, Emily Klein, Patricia Sitzmann, 
Molly Roder, Karol Kroll, Lillian Harpenau, Jamie Hunt, and Ella Kreber. The cheer squad were surprised this year with new uniforms for the 
varsity and another surprise came when they added a JV team! With the basketball season having a spectator limit the cheerleaders did miss out on 

the season until early January when the limit was waived and they were allowed to perform again. 
With having 9 seniors graduate this May, be on the lookout for a whole new cheer squad next year!

Looking for a Full Season
By Aiden Spangler

This year’s 
baseball team 
is looking to 
finally put it 
all together. 
Last year the 
Jays season 
was looking 
promising 
until they had 
to shut down 
due to Covid. 
With Coach K’s 
second season 
and returning seniors Zach Kraft, Derek Von Arb, Hunter Klein, 
Easton Macklem, Luke Bogen, Tyrell Klein, and Traegen Kramer, the 
Jays are looking forward to hopefully playing a full season.
 When asked what he’s more excited for, Coach K said, 
“to hopefully play a full season.” Even though last season was cut 
short by Covid there were still some highlights as well. Last season 
freshman, Keaton Logan, led the team in batting with an average 
of .464. Logan was also selected to the All Conference first team 
and second team all district. Senior, Derek VonArb, is also the Jays 
number one pitcher who had a 2.76 ERA with 22 strikeouts. VonArb 
also boasted a .290 batting average with 9 hits in 9 games. Connor 
Kraft is another key returner for the Jays. Kraft had one of the best 
ERA’s on the team last year at 2.47 with 7 strikeouts in just 5.2 
innings pitched. The last key player returning for the Jays is senior, 
Zach Kraft. Zach had a .233 batting average with 1 home run.
 With the Jays returning so many players they are looking 
forward to having a successful year. Some players have been 
practicing during the off-season at an indoor facility. They are hopeful 
for a full season this year.

Hole in One

Unfortunately, the Jays didn’t get a season last year, so 
this will be Dan Gray’s first official season as coach. When 
asked what he was most excited for this season, senior, 
Jordan Reuter, said, “I’m just excited to actually get the 
chance to golf with a new coach.” The team should be solid 
this year with a total of 25 players, boys and girls 6 being 
seniors. This will be sophomore Aiden Spangler’s, first year 
of golf. Much of the time players have a favorite club to use 
on the course. His favorite club to use is the 7 iron, because 
“it’s the easiest club to hit with in my opinion,” he said. The 

Jays start the season 
in Le Mars at Willow 
Creek course on April 
5th.

Sports
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Extra-Extra

World History Simulation
Mr. Schindler’s World History class during 3rd and 6th periods are learning about the 
French Revolution. In doing this, they did a simulation to not only learn, but have a little 
taste of how life was like in France from 1789-1799. The French Revolution was the time 
period in France when the people overthrew the monarchy/revolutionary government to take 
over control of France and establish the French Consulate. Much like the actual revolution 
they simulated the events in different phases starting with the economic phase, estates 
general, trial of King Louie, and ended with the Reign of Terror. The simulation lasted about two and a half 
weeks and is the most anticipated unit in the class. 
Mr. Schindler says that every class is different on how they approach the economic hardships faced during the 
time. The social levels, starting with the most power and going to the least, were royalty, nobles, clergy, middle 
class, then the peasants. In the classes that things go well the peasants and middle class got frustrated with 
the constant taxation, while the nobles and clergy avoided paying taxes due to their privileges. Mr. Schindler 
claimed that the point of the simulation is not to beat him and try to get out of debt, but each faction has certain 
goals that they want to accomplish. It is the king’s job to pay off the debt, the middle class’s job to make money 
and gain more influence in the government, the clergy’s main goal is to collect the tithe and make money for 
the church, the middle classes job is to make money, and the peasant’s goal is to harvest the crops and try to 
get enough money to become a middle class 
member. 
Mr. Schindler chooses the people in the positions 
and says that some of it is random, but some 
positions he does have to choose a certain type 
of individual. For example the king has to be 
semi charismatic, but also someone that the class 
would be able to turn against. Mr. Schindler 
likes the simulation because it gives them a 
break from regular class and it is a different 
way to teach the sophomore students about the 
French Revolution. 

By Jordan Rueter

King, Carter Kellen and 
Queen, Jasmine Lubben. 

Middle class and clergy 
divvying up their money. Peasants picking up the crops. 

Journalism
By Aiden Spangler

The journalism team had all new members this year. The 
team chose to do the theme Netflix for the yearbook. For 
every sport and different activities in the yearbook they chose 
different Netflix movie titles like “The Last Dance” for the 
boys basketball team.The team decided to focus on fun sidebar 
topics like polls and interesting topics to make the book more 
engaging. 
 Sometimes the team can get off topic, but Mrs. Schilling 
is always quick to tell them to get back on task and finish 

the articles or spreads before the deadline. Another thing the team does to prepare is have zoom calls with Brad, the Walsworth 
representative. Brad always lets them know ways to make the yearbook better and more fun to look through. The team is very 
excited to finish the yearbook and for people to see their hard work they’ve been putting into it. 
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Extra - Extra

Legacy of the Seniors
By Landon Nilles

The Gehlen Catholic dance team 
enjoyed a healthy season being Covid 
free all year. Seniors, Molly Roder, 
Lillian Kessenich, Emily Klein, Karoline 
Kroll, and Ella Kreber led the dance 
team to a third place at State Dance with 
their jazz routine. Although the dance 
team could not have co-ed this year they 
still enjoyed the season. 
 The seniors took a lot of the 
underclassmen under their wings and 
showed them the ropes to the dance 
team. Returning dancers and going to be 
seniors Madi Mousel, Lydia Vaske and 
Emma Bogen have large shoes to fill for 
next year’s team. “It is going to take a 
lot of hard work to do what the seniors 
have done but, from what they have 
shown us we will strive to do better then 
third place at State Dance,” said junior, 
Madi Mousel. With underclassmen 
Leah Langel, Kaylee Linden, Ava 
Weiland, and Shayla Dreckman building 
experience, the Gehlen Dance team will 
be another threat in Class 1A dance.

You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown
By Tiffany Woerdehoff

This year Gehlen Catholic will be putting on the musical, 
You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown. This musical explores 
life through the eyes of Charlie Brown and his friends in the 
Peanuts gang. The cast for the musical includes:

Charlie Brown ………………….....Zach Kraft 
Snoopy……………………...Easton Macklem

Linus…………………....………….AB Galvan 
Schroeder……………....…...Donald Loutsch

Lucy………………....…………...Leah Langel
Sally…………………………...Josie Scheitler

Ensemble
Braden Bollin, U.S. Charlie Brown 

Chloe Otto, U.S. Snoopy 
Kaylee Linden, U.S. Lucy
Jamie Hunt, U.S. Sally 

Olivia Budden
Sera Chung
Emily Klein 
Ella Kreber 
Lexi Niichel 

Crew Members
Olivia Bunkers
Ashlyn Bollin

Patricia Sitzmann
Sarah Stegge

Lillian Harpenau
Christina Thoms 

This year’s musical will be shown on April 29, 30 and May 
1st. All shows will be at 7:00 p.m. Tickets will be available 
for purchase online. Streaming passes will also be available 
for purchase online.  

Mission Trips Changing Hands
By Hunter Klein

Mission Honduras is changing hands. Mrs. Carolyn Bickford who has headed the mission for over 15 years 
is retiring. When asked if she had a favorite year, she said that she never did have a favorite year of the trip. 
Her first trip was a good one as they worked on water projects. They traveled from village to village, digging 
trenches and laying pipe with lots of help from people that live in the village. Every trip was during Easter 
week and each year the villagers would reenact the stations of the cross. The stations would last 3 hours and 
villagers would make it as real as possible. They even had a big cross that the person playing Jesus would carry. 

While she was there she met Paola and her family of four. They were living in a 8’ x 8’ shack that they have rented. Carolyn said that she was 
shocked to see four people living in such a small place. The next year the missioners started building houses and Paola’s family received one that 
year. 

Carolyn joined Mission Honduras because Mr. Seivert asked if she could chaperone the trip. Her first mission trip was in 2005 and she continued as 
a team leader in Honduras until 2012. In 2013 the team was  not able to go to Honduras, so she organized a trip to Mississippi for them. Ever since 
then she organized the trip to Honduras recently as she is retiring. Thanks to Theresa Kroll and Anne Oloff who have taken over this year, the future 
classes at Gehlen Catholic will continue their mission in Honduras. 

The dance team lines up during one of 
their basketball half-time performances. 
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Polls

Popular Apps with Students
By Drake DeRocher

In the 20-21 school year there have been many apps that the students have enjoyed. There were some new 
games, but old favorites stayed popular. When the students were asked what their favorite app was there was 
no competition with Snapchat and Instagram. Tik Tok, a video making app that you can make videos of your 
choice, is also a fan favorite. Among Us, a type of mafia game, was one that took over Gehlen and had all of 
the students (and sometimes a teacher or two) playing together, but has quickly dwindled. When asked what 
apps students use most for school Quizlet and Infinite Campus were frequently said. When students aren’t 
feeling motivated they might put some headphones in and go on Spotify to play their favorite music.

Question 1
Favorite activity 

outside of school?

Student Polls
By Aiden Spangler

Gehlen Students were asked fun 
questions about there everyday life. The 
questions consisted of their life at school 
and their favorite outside of school 
activities.

1. Fortnite 
2. Hanging Out with 

Friends.
3. Lifting Weights

10
8

7

Question 2
Favorite Netflix Show?

1. Grey’s Anatomy
2. Outer Banks
3. The Office

12
9

8

Question 3
Favorite Senior?

1. Landon Nilles
2. Zach Kraft
3. Felix Wu

8
6

5
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Familiar Faces

Senior boys, Tyrell Klein, Easton Macklem, Hunter Klein, and Luke Bogen 
eating Casey’s wings in the school parking lot on a nice afternoon. 

Dance team girls perform their dance routine at halftime of the Gehlen vs. 
South O’Brien game. 

The 2020-2021 Homecoming Court posed after coronation. Zach Kraft and Molly Roder reigned as this 
year’s king and queen. 

Our football cheerleaders were Lillian Kessenich, 
Lauren Harpenau, Jaime Hunt, Lillian Harpenau, Ella 
Kreber, Patricia Sitzmann, and Emily Klein. 

Patricia Sitzmann, Sera Chung, and Emily 
Klein pose with Mrs. Prichard after one of 
their band competitions. 

Above: Father Crotty 
hung out with Derek 
Nilles, Derek Von Arb, 
and Easton Macklem 
at a boys basketball 
game. 

Right: The girls cross 
country team lined 
up for a picture right 
before a race. 

Left: Cross country 
teammates digging 
in on the post race 
snacks. 

Below: The senior 
class has a grill out for 
their lunch period with 
Father Crotty. Who do 
you think brought the 
most meat to grill?
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          Activities and Advertisements

Still Time to Buy a YEARBOOK!
Be on the lookout of this year’s 
Senior edition of the newspaper . 
coming to you in May...

Class of 2021
Get your Gehlen Catholic Yearbook TODAY at 
www.yearbookforever.com OR in the school office. 
Cost is $65 until April 15. 
After April 15, we cannot guarantee you a book! 


